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 Summary: A middle-aged man who lost his love for life rediscovers it by assuming a new identity in order to rekindle the
romantic spark in his marriage. Book 1: The New Kid When I first moved to New York, I knew the drill. Right after a long
working day in a corporate job, I’d collapse in a heap on the couch, my nerves shredded by a week of nonstop pressure and
persistent anxiety. Sweaty, shaky, and unable to sit still, I’d come home to the same routine of alone time that had made me

miserable during the day. My wife would helpfully offer wine, cheese, and some trashy magazines she’d previously promised we
wouldn’t buy. Then, we’d all cry a little bit and make dinner plans. My then-wife, Grace, had a theory about how to make things
better. She’d make wine, cheese, and trashy magazines and sit with me, often for hours, and just…be. “What if we sat around

and just watched TV or read the paper? You like to read. It’s relaxing, and I’m always tired,” she’d suggest. I’d watch the clock,
dying for the day to be over so I could go home and collapse. After a while, I’d end up agreeing to something. “Sure, I’ll watch
the news, but I want to finish this movie I’m reading before the ads come on.” We’d settle on a plan. The first time she tried it,
she told me later, I reacted like someone had chopped off my finger with a dull knife. My reaction, she said, made her think I’d
never allowed anyone to “just be with me.” That night, Grace had plans of her own. She’d been doing a lot of thinking, and she
wanted to try something new. We’d stay up late watching a movie she’d been wanting to see all week, and then, we’d be “just
friends” for a few weeks. I woke up in the morning to the same wine, cheese, and magazines she’d left on my coffee table the

night before. There was no message, no phone call, and no “just friends 82157476af
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